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hoy Þ Bowes. 


To the Kings Moſt Excellent 
Majeſty. 


Dread Sir, 


Ext to my Fathers Serving your 
Moſt Sacred Majeſties Royal 
Father of Glorious Memory, 

in the. quality of Cornet of Horſe in 

Sr William Courtneys Regiment , 

in all bu Wars againſt bu Enemies, 

and breeding - up hu Children in 

Principles of Unſhaken Loyalty, 1 

cannot - but eſteem it a'\great pars 0 

my good - Fortune to. have been made 
the happy Inftrument of preſerving ſo 

Holy and Sacred a Treaſure, as the 

Cructfix and Gold-Chain of St. 

Edward the Confeſſor ſeem to be : 

And the having an Opportunity of lay- 


ng 


ing:them at your Majeſties feet. And 
whereas your Majeſty was then pleaſed 
to accept the ſame with ſome kind of 
ſatufaition, ſo T humbly” beſeech your 
moſt Sacred Majeſty to pardon this 
preſumption 'of giving your Majeſty 
the trouble 4 a further account ef 
| that Aftion, then at that preſent I could 
recollett or call to mind, and that the 
Memory thereof may not be loft ro Poſte- 
rity ; which is the humble requeſt of, 


Your Majeſties 
Mrft Faithfull, 
Obedient, and. 
Loyal Subje8, 


and Servant, 


Charles Taylour. 
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(1) 


TRUE and PERFECT 


NARRATIVE 


Of the Strange and Unexpected 
finding the Crucifir and 6G 
of St, Edward the King and Con- 
feflor, &c. 


& 


O many and (ſo various have been the 
0 Relations and Reports, concerning the 
finding and diſpoſing of heCructfix and 
Gold-Chain of St; Edward the King 
and Confeſſoz, and thoſe ſo fabulous and 
uncertain withall ; That in Honour to Truth, 
to diſabuſe the miſinform'd World, and to 
ſatisfy the curioſity as well as importunity 

of my Friends, I think my elf under an- { 
Obligation 


(2) 
Obligation to ſet forth this plain Narrative 
of the matter of Fa, from whom all others 
C tho' never ſo Erroenous ) pretend to have 
it. In order thereunts+( to avoid confuſion, 
prolixity, and what is worſe, Tedious Pream- 
bles, and digrefſions ) I ſhall take his ſhort 
Method to perform it. 
; In the fit place, 1 ſhall give ah account of 
fome things previous ( or what went before ) 
in . order to the diſcovery. 
| Secondly, the deſcription of the place it (cM 
from whence theſe chings were taken: 

Thirdly, the mannerof hindi adoring 
the ſame, the diſpoſing thereof, .and) preſeinc- 
ing them to. his preſent Majeſty. 

Fourthly, an Exact deſcription of the ſaid 
Crucikx aad Chain with other dependencies 
there@n. ) 1" Io monk bi mn 
And laſtly, Some material Remarks, and 
Hiſtorical Obſervations on the : whole... For: the 
firſt, you. are to underſtand that behind the 
High-Altar vr back of the'Communioo-Table, 
m-the . Abby-Church. of Sc. Peters-Weſt- 
minlter chere are two deors, one on the righc 

and 


(3) 

andthe other on the left hand, and both leading 
iato a ſmall Chappel, Dedicated to St. Ed- 
ward the King and Confeſſoz, and cill 
this day known by that name, tho' ſometimes 
( by reaſon many Kings and Queens of this 
Realm have been Interr'd therein ) call d the 
Chappel of the Kings. Into this Chappel and 
thorough one of thoſe doors it is that when 
the Solemnity of our Kings and Queens [nau- 
gurations or Coronations are perform'd in' this 
Church, that they withdraw after the Un&ion, 
Benedi&ion, od other Ceremonies are paſſed 
at the High-Altar,, where they not only repoſe 
themſelves for a time, but are- diſmancled of 
their former Princely Robes and Accoutre- 
ments, to be re-inveſted with more Noble, 
more Stately, and thoſe of greater Grandeur 
and Magnificence : The a Biſhop 

terbury, the Lord Hi rp rohurkur eu L Bag: 
land, and the Dean of WeStminſter officiating 3 
on which occaſion ſeveral Boards,” Scaffolding, 
Traverſes,. "Tables, and: other cumberfome 
materials are there let up, \coveted and adorned 
with coſtly Tapeſtry and: other: rich _— 

B A 


('4) 
- All which( as heretotore ) was likewiſe per- 
formed at the Solemn and Happy Coronation 
of our Royal Sovereign his preſeat Majeſty, 
King Fames the Second, and his molt excel- 
lent Conſort our Gracious Daves Mary, __ 
God grant long and happily to Reign here, 
and Erermally in Glory 25 So 

In the midſt of the aforeſaid Chappel of 
St. EdWard there is a very lofty and No- 
ble Tomb ſtill remaining, built ' after che 
manfier of a Shrine, and for which intent ic 
was ereted 'by King Henry the Third. The 
Baſe ( on 2 very eurious floor, inlade 
with all | ſorts” of *'hne / coloured Agars and 
Marbles.) raiſes it ſelf about fix or Seven 
foot from' the Pavement, ſupported at each 
corner by rwiſted or Serpentine - Pillars, and 
the - whole Compolare of AMofaick Work. 
C Tho'* of Jate much-injured and defaced by 
picking out | the- coloured Glaſs and Stones } 
. On.the North and- South-fide hereof are 
three Niches or Arches, with one at the 
Eaſt-end, fo ordered, and contrived that the 
Sick and Infirm might here repoſe withour 


offence 


(5) 

offence or injury to each other : On this, as 
a pedeſtal, (for it is ſolid rhronghout ) is 
a more Sumptuous Cabmet or Refofetory made 
of Wainſcor hollow within, ( and hnbety 
covered with plates of Gold and Silver with- 
out) but at preſent nothing remains. but the 
Wooden-frame or Casket only. Within this 
Hollow place or Caverne. then it was that 1 
have often obferved ( by the help of z Lads» 
der ) ſomething reſembling a Coffm made of 
ſound, firm, and Rtrong Wood, and 'bound 
about with bands of Iron, and during the 
ighteen years I have belonged ro the Quire 
get Church, it was a wat | 
depoſted the 


Now ic happen'd not long after the Corona« 
tion of their Preſent Maj 5 , thatthe afore« 


ſaid Coffin or Cheſt was found to be broke, and 

an hole madenipoathe upper Lid thereof, over 

againſt zhe Righe Breaſt, about ſix Inches Tong” 

and four broad, fome efteeming it an Accident, 

(thro' the Cardleſnefs and Negle& of the Work 
B 2 


men 


(6) 
men in removing the Scaffolds) others thoughe 
it done out of Deſign ; hurt be it the one or the 
other, thus it continued for almoſt ſeven Weeks, 
and often viewed by divers of the Church be- 
fore'it was my good Fortune to go thither ; 
when ( on St. Barnaby's Day, In the Year of 
our Lords Incarnation One T houſand Six Hun: 
dred Eizhty and Five) 1 met with two Friends, 
{ between Eleven and Twelve of the Clock 
aſter Morning Service ) who told me they were 
going to ſee the Tombs, ſo I went along with 
them, Informing them that there was a Report 
thatche Coffin of Se. Edward the King and 
Confefſo2 was broke; and coming to the 
place, I was deſirous to be farished of the 
Truth thereof : In order thereunto, I ferched 
a Ladder, Tookt upon the Coffin, and foiind 
all things. anſwerable to the Report; And 
putting my hand into the hole, and ruming the: 
Bones ( which I felt there ) I drew from under- 
neath the Shoulder-Bones a Crucfir richly a= 
dorned and! enamelled, and' a Gold Chatr- 
of four and twenty-Inches long, unto which ie 
was afhxed, the which 1 immediately ſhew'd. 


co 
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to my two Friends, they being as much fur- 
prized and equally admired the ſame as m 
ſelf. But I wasafraid to take them away wi 

me, 'uill ſuch time I had acquainted the Dean, 
as the Governour and Chief Direfor of our 
Chuzch 3 And thereupon I put them into the 
Coffin again, with a full Reſolution to inform 
him. But the Dean not being to be ſpoke 
with at that time, and fearing this Holy Trea- 
fure- might be raken thence by ſome other 
Perſons, and ſo concealed by converting it to 
their own uſe, I went ( about two or three 
hours after ) co-one. of the Quyre, and ac- 
quainted him with” what I had found, who 
immediately accompanied me back ro the 
Monument, and from whence I again © drew 
the aforeſaid ' Crucifiz and Chatn* and ſhew'd 
them him who beheld them with admiration; 
prefently adviſing me to keep them *rilh | 
ſhould gain an opportunity to ſhew+them to 
the Byhop of Rocheſter our Dean ; ſo | kept 


thera for. che ſpace of three Weeks and frve 
days, as having no opportunity in all tha. 
time to "ſpeak with him, by reaſon. of his 


Uncertain 


(8s) 

uncertain if lence, being ofren in the Coun- 
try, and when in Town fo taken up with 
the 2ffairs of Par/:1ment that I was not- willing 
to diſturb him ; In the mean time, heari 
chat his Grace Jobn, ( late Lord Arch Biſhop of 
Yerk, and my ever honoured good Lord) 
was come to Town, 1 went ro pay my 
Dury and Reſpe&s to him and ſhew'd him 
the Crucghz and Chain, who looked upon 
thera as great pieces of Antiquity, ( for {o be 
was plealed to call them ) ſhewing them with 
admiration to the reſt of his Family, and 
bean 0m To —_ him _— next Mar« 
ning, for ned that I o al 
= 4 ai ws peer Frm bi Gr 
_ of Canterbur he have a t : 
_ / Accordingly pl Land Arch-Bifbop of York car- 
ried me thither, and -when I had 
them, and his Grace had well viewed and per- 
uſed them, he .expreſs'd the like conceptions 
of them as my Lord of Toark had done bes 
fore, Viz. That the whole was a very great 
piece of Antiquity. After this ( having theſe 
things io long by me) 1 procured an _ 

Maſter 


(9) 

Maſter in Drawing and Limning, to take an 
exat draught thereof, according to the full 
dimentions witch che Reverſe, Figures, and o« 
ther adornments, the which I have now b 
me. Abour the ſame time that Induſtrious 
and Judicious Antiquary Sir William Dugdale, 
Late Garter Principal King at Arms, was 
lealed'to give me aviſt, and told me how 
his Grace the Lord Arch- Biſhop of Canterhary 
had inform'd him of a great Rarity I had in 
my poſſeſſion, and named it, defiring more- 
over that he might have a ſight chereof, with 
whole requeſt 1 willingly complyed, ' relling 
me likewiſe that he would make fome res 
marques thereon. 


On the Sizth day of July following, M 
Lord Biſbop of Rocheſter, and Dean Weſt. 
minſter, dining at bis Grace the Lord Arch. 
Biſhop . of Canterburys; His Grace was pleaſed 
to declare ro his Lord/bip what -he had feen, 
concerning theſe Things, and to inform him 
how they were ſtill in my Poſſeſſion, fo that 
upon his Lordſips return ro the Abby that 
afternoon about four of the Clock, 1 was ſent 


ſor, 
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for, who immediately took me along. with 
him to Whitehall, that 4 might preſent this 
Sacred Treaſure to the King ; and being no 
ſooner introduced into his Majeſties Cloſet, 
( where I had the Honour to Kiſs his Royal 
Hand ) but upon my knees I delivered them 
with my own hands to him, which his 
Moſt Sacred Majeſty was plcaled to accept 
with much Satisfaftion, and having given 
him. a further account how : the remains of 
the body of that Holy King was, and opened 
the.Croſs in his preſence, I withdrew, leavin 
them ſafe. as being now in. his Royal _ 
ſeſſion. | | 

At the time, when I took. out of the 
Cofha the aforeſaid Croſs and Chain, I drew 
the Head to the hole, and view'd it, being 
very ſound and firm, with- the upper and 
nether Jaws . whole. and full of Teeth, with 
a liſt of Gold above an Inch broad in the 
nature of a ,Coronet, ſurrounding the 'Tem- 
ples : There was alſo in the Cofhn white- 
Linnen, and Gold-colour'd flowr'd-filk, - that 
look't indifferent freſh, but. the leaſt ſtreſs 


put 
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pit thereto ſhew'd it was well nigh periſh'e; 
There were all - his Bones, and much- duſt. 
likewiſe, all which/ I lefe as: I found; taking 
only: thence. along -wirh ms oh Crucifiz) and 
Gold-Chain. His: Majelt vleaſch, loo 
after this" diſcovery, to Rad b nd to = Abby, to 
take care that no damage were done to the 
Cofha, and ordered it: to be indoſed in - a, 
new one, of atr Extraordinary, ftrerigth and 
goodneſs, each planck being two' Inches _ 
and joyn'd together with-large Iron w Id 
where it now-remains-as 2 Teſtimony. of; his: 
Pious Care. that no abulſe' might be _ 
ro thoſe Sacred Athes;; - 

To ſer forth theſe Things in their prog _ 
lours, and to deſcribe ary a ſo that the Eye 
of the mind may be brought. down to- have a 
juſt watkeatng of- them, I will not, with 
my weak Judgment, =£ to undertake : 


Yer having [them lo in my pollefion, 
and viewing, [them - ſo often / with delight, 
will eadeayour has, 1 can) /you-#he. 
deſcription ot -chenas Fox ' the 'Eai,cr ws 
four and rwehty-laches Jong, compleat, all 

+. _ 


(ma)) 

ro! Gold, rhe | Links: oblohgs/ and: 
roaghe': Thes upper pam whbreof: (1to:(1ye 
id the! Napecof che Neck was joymed rages: 
thee by: 4 Docket,” Compoſed: of & Logs Tound> 
Noth! of Gold, Maſſy;. and iv Circamaference- 
as big as a Mild-ſhilling, and half an Inch 
thick©:' Round this wenr:.a Wyer;. and: oz the” 
Wy: ab badf adoazn” litter: Beads, hanging 
l>ofe, pans torand again, on the ſame, 
at» of ' puye' Gold, - and fordy; wrought. On 
eadly fide of the” Lockert were” fer two large” 
ted- Sponues £ led::co be: Rubies: ) 
or ach Nw of thi : Lockett; hwed tonwo! 
Rings of Gold, che @iyWth + dulcends; and: 
—_— below; 'paties: chro® a ſquare: piece 
ns or ene j- made hob. 
low ſame- purpoſe; ' This Gold wroughr 
ineoſeverdl A f 1 ,cnes painted}: with: divers: 
Colours, reſembling ſomany/Gemnins:byprecs: 
otw/ Stones, and ro which: the-Grucifip' was 


joynied, yer: to be- raken! off” (by: the helpof 
p - at”pleaſors, For- the : of the: 
Groſs, in: comes to that©of' an Hu. 


alertee flry: arrong'the Heraplds, or " 
c 


(43) 

the Botany, yet the pieces here are not ' bf 
_ Aepgth , the -:diret or. perpendicular 
ag; nigh-one fourch part iJongerthen 
= travesle, ; as'-being Her ehedeveiio 

4remities, » whilſt - rhe other - fearce- | exceods 
[Three : yer: all of: then nearly . rurn'd |ar che 
ends, and the>Gotons: Rnameliled avith-Figures 
4hercon. whey bra is-of mn nn 


Gold with the Chai, wagirlh ror s 
the 


ie-by is rich  Cpn 


-Rillds of our Saviour” t5.bip ! it tots 
Loire, from a- 
Hive caſting a kind: iof beams/| : hemw : 


whileſt on -the-reverſe of 'the ſame ,Craſs tis 
tem ong >—n 92 Alonk_in 'his habit, bind 


This 


(14) | 
"This Croſs 5:hollow; and co'-beropenedby 
rio; little Screws towards the rtopy" wherein 
ir-\1s- prefumed ſome! Relique/ might have 
-been conſerved. :' The whole: beings a piece 
not” only--of great Antiquity; | bur ot- admira- 
ble Curiofity. .. And L-look upon” this - Acci- 
-denr as a-great part of: my good Fortune, to 
-be.made theirneam: laftrament' of their dif- 
'* Fot 'Remargues pan cher foregoing rejati- 
on 1 ſhall' bfter -but+rwo © your 11confidera- 
-tion':.. Firſt; - ſome Obſervations concerning 
che: rime/when theſe Holy Things \\were firſt 
found, :and when delivered/'ro chis - preſent 
MajeS$ty.* And Secondly, how this ditcovety 
agrees with' Antiguity: and thoſe who have 
writ concerning, the Depoſttion,; Interment, - and 
Tranſlation of this Saints Body, together with 
the reaſons of his Canonization, bx rebuild- 
ing the Monaſtery and Abby-Church of 
St, Peters-aacitminſter. For which 
laſt Obſervations, I muſt here own my felt 
indebted to my uy worthy Friend Mr. Hen. 
Keepe, who was pleaſed/to favour me B 
ar 


/ 


(a5) 
far as to oblige me with this' ſhort .abfract 
from his large Hiſtory. of this Abby's Me- 
mire s, 

For the fiſt it is highly remarkable, that 
it ſhould 'happen- on | that day whereon -the 
late Rebellion began in the Weſt, and much a- 
bouts the Same Hour in the afternoon when 
they landed, that I fecured them, _ being on 
the- Eleventh day of Fune, and Thwſday. in 
Whitſon: weeek. But much more:Qbleryable 
were ,the delivery of them to his Majeſty : it 
being + at -a time, -and on. 4 day- when. all 
people ſtood in ſuſpence-how . that great point 

would be: decided, when (- as a; moſt, happy 
Omen and Forerunner of the Good News which 


cane within tew hours after, that his - Maje- 

--fties- Forces thad gain'd an-entire victory, over 

- his Enemies)” Ithumbly . preſented; the: lame. 

"to his moſt Sacred Majeity, being on-the Sizth 
day:of July following}:: notwithltanding I had 
endeavoured to have. done, it before 3 but 

; through: ſeveralb cd anterryptions, yas 
diſappointed of my -inrene till then 2 c::Sp that 
Heaven ſeems more to have had; 'the. conduct.” 

"M2 


thereof 


((xB) 
"thereof then bate chance or-caſualcy; 
\As Gor this ' Holy, -and | Religious 
Edward the Confeſſo2, he was the Se- 
voenth-Son: of xKing iEtbeldred, b Emma his 
Second/Wite, Daughter ob K# the-Second, 
Duke of -\Nor manly : 'And -the Invaſion 
and Poſleſion 'of this «Land, by. the Cruel 
.and Inhumane Dares, (he: rogetber: with his 
we were, Brethren were convel hed: by their \ Mother 
Hor. Hit. -10RO' Normandy, and: k ALERT) until their 
_—_— a Oppreſion were 'over-paſled : 
During/ which ſpace (all his | Elder: Beothers 
being dead, -and ' the- Danes! at length. /urrealy 
deſtroy'd or expell'd the Kingdom.) He-was 
» byThe Unanimous and: Joyne.confent;of the 
Nobility and Gentry- of this -Realax dent + for, 


and' Proclaimed «their , Lawfall \ King, and.Go- 
Hen. Hune e207 fuirable' tothe | and,Re- 
728% Hite \ velarions" Yeclared, re 000g! him. 


Coniing therefore ( acoording ta the Exigence 
of the'tirnes ) but with / aiſraall} Retioue.jaco 
| .. England, he was'Crewn'dati Welt miniſter 
——q—-” fomse Authors have: tt (tho ! c 


s-fay, it 
Eo p.5,0Wascar Wiinnheſter -) Pers ho: 


wary, 


Ns Reon 
of 
in\the: Year of our "Lord God, One 
Forty and -Tihree'; Graming 1ioco tlie ſaid 
of: weſtminſter:chat from theneeforch when-- 
foover hiraſelf; orany off his-Succeſiors, Kings 
of England; ſhould n wear their Royal Diadems 
in:thac:Church, that the Precentor of the ſame, 
ſhould cecerve; at-the hands..of : che: Kings She- 
riff; half a. Mark: of- Silver, . and. the oth 
One + hnadred  Simneils; or Waſtel-Cakes of 
the: fiaeſt; Glower, together with, Sixey four: 
Gallons! of the: beſt Wane, in commemorations . 
thoreok. | 

The. King: being thus:placed onthe. Throne: 
of bis Anceftdrs' tn. Peace, and! recollefting 
what. had Caron in his owner Exe Two 
things) more-elpecially: offered themlel ves - to 
hns| conſideration. Firſt, how thoſe Vows and 
Promiſes he: had: then made imca/e-of bis: Re- 
ſrazrationg might: be performed to; bis Satisfa- 
&Gion;; Are Secondly, yy how: roy peru 
and: bindmg op 
only to yon the eedom and ad Trp, 


Tor 


- — LY 


and 'Alfic Aroh- +: w- Weſt, 
Ee day } following, ye: r, L-._- 


Reg. Lid. 2, 


(18) 
of his Subjefs during his own time, but fo fu* ' 
ture Ages. The laſt of theſe he committed 
to the care and prudence of fs great Councl, 
to. ſee Effetted, which were ſo happilyaccom- 
pliſhed, that even - to this day they! bear the: 

aired 152 name of Df EDWards LAaWs ; The batis 
vita 5. 6%. and foundation whereon all our other Laws 
Gu. Lambard depend, and which the Princes of this /Redlm 
de zi their Coronation-Oaths oblige themſelves 


Angl. legibu 
ale. per 4-ro obſerve : As to his Vows ſome had reſpect 
136. co the publique, others more immediately re- 
Conci, Tom. lated to himſelf. For what , belonged to him- 
F- Þ-6'9- ſelf he preſently performed upon+(his firſt a- 
ſcending the Throne ; But what-concerned the 
Publique, took up. farther time -of .deliberati- 
on 3 among the reſt he -had Solemaly under- 
rook; that as ſoon as he had ſerrled his King- 
dom in peace, 'to.Vifit the Holy See, to-'goito 
Rome, to perform ſome ſer devotions /at the 
ſtarions'in that "City, and- there to repoſe him 
ſelf for a time. But this was fonnd«.a'mat- 
rer-of tha Conſequence { that notwithſtand. 
ing /his whole tijnclination and <faxc-reſolution 
ro effe(t--ic.) yet ar length he: was: Ovet-per- 
| ſwaded 


. 


(19) 
ſaaded by the entrearies of the Nobility, and 
Tears of his People to decline it, at leaſt 
'rill ſuch rime they might ſend. to the then 
ſhop-of - Rome ' ſuch; Perſons of Worth and wico.nwrs 
Learning that mighe lay''the Caſe, with all 50% Hit. 
the Inconveniences: feriouſly- before him, and P=5 +:3. 
to have his Refolutien thereon : which was 
done ; and- that: with. ſuch cogent Reaſons, Jam. te 
and convincing Arguments, thar the: deſigned Ton. 11. p, 
Journey / was | Diſpenſed with: Yer in; lien ®* ©* 
thereof, 'he "was enjoined ' ro beſtow. what 
Money he had laid up towards the Expence 
of that Voyage on the» Poor, 'Miſcrable and 
Jadigent 3 And moreover. [as' a further Res 
membrance thereof, ro--Ere&-ſome' New, or 
Repair. ſome: Old Church and ery to the 
Hanour-. of \St. "Peter. All which the King 
moſt readily embraced, \ and © immediately 
pitch'd .upon the Reftoring of the Monalſte- oj 
minſter. In- Order thereunto he decimared 
all his Revenues, ſet Workmen to pull down the 
Old;-and to: ere a New Church (even 
from' the Ground ) in place thereof; : re 

D paired 
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ixed the Offices of the Ruined Abby, fil 
the ſame with Aonks, and lecrled 'a 
competent - Reyenue to ſuſtain them. Bur ſee 
the inſtability of Humane Aﬀairs : No ſooner 
was this Work brought - to ——_ and 
the day 'of Holy Innocents in the Tear of our 
Lord One Thoujand Sixty and Six, prefized 
for the Solemn Dedication of the Church ; But 
the King fell fick on Chriſtmas-Day preceding, 
and growing worle and. worſe, on ry 
out. 


certain Palmers or Pilgrims that came from far 
Job. Bromp-£© ſee him 3 And to the [Abbot | of Weſtmim- 


RE regs 

tO ' +, F1 "2 
lowing, tho" very weak; he did: his' endea» 
veur to. be Aditant ac the Pompous Dedics- 


tion 


(zr) 
' tion of his New Church; bur Nature, now 
almoſt ſpent: in him, deptived him of that 
SktisfaQtion - - So: that being in his Bed, he had, 
no more f Fro lefe chen to Sign hi "three hog. Tom. 
Charters of es, and — 
firmations, which beſtowed thereon. 
thus langui 
cumciſion; | he ab into 4+ 
Specchleſs, Morionleſs, -and- h_ for - \0ead 
untill the Eve of the Epiphany following: Hen. 
when reviving with the - Chief of the Liv... 
Nobiliry abeur him, ' he to. declare 
what” had/-heco -revealed-ro- hi | 
che fucure Stare of che m during the eime 
of his Extafie ; at the end of which Diſcourſe, 
gently his Head on his Pillow, he 
red (afrer he had R 
po and 27 Days ) 


ined 23 Years, "Ay = 


Sorrowfull La- _ 
mentations of thoſe Nia beheld him, and 22 44%: 
_— grief of all his Subj who ſoon 


aker found his Predi&tians in the 
diſmal efftets of War and Bloud ſhed, which 


All cings ae now eepaing fo his Fu- 


neral 


(22) 
Aired. Abbas neral - Rites, the Body - waſhed and. Embalme& 
vita & virac. Path ſweet  ſcenting "Oders, and-- Aromatique 
Das, © Spices; wrapped in White 'and- Precious. Lin- 
a" nh ad oh e covered with Rich | and | Coftl 
Veſtments ; a- Coronet on. his: Head,"a Cruct 
on his Breaſt, and other Regal Enfignoof Ma- 
Jeſty ; all which, together Sal 
were placed in a+ Stone. Coffin, made + 
the. Faſhion -of thoſe Elder _— hollow 
within, to the oy of- a Manz 
3: irs. ANG Covered a looſe: of the m- 
fant Here: Stone 3 Which. the day following his Ezit, 
| t Nats (-Uiz,- 0 the -Epi or Feaſt of Kings) was 
= . ®* Tranſlated to his Church, and there, at» 
cording” to his Deſire before his 
ic was depoſited with all the Ceremonies and 
Grandeur futable to the Quality of » the Per» 
ſon and the Occaſion. | 
As this Holy and Religious Prince had, 
ducing his Life time, Cur . Inve- 


terate and ' Malignant . Diftewpsrs, eſpecially 
reapprthoſe who had any extraordinary Glandules, 


or hard Swellings in their Necks or Throats; 
Þo after his Death, People affected ay 
> 


OO mr ——— 


FA 


(#3) 
like: Diſeaſes, coming 'to his Tomb, : feweral re» 
ceived ' Benefit © thereby. The | Fame whereof, 
dtew any to''pay 2 kind: of :Inferiour De- 
yotion 'to his try <4 Among the reſt, that 


goo. Bi Biſhop vthe Pious 

Se nrs Ports 4s en And when 
Wiltam Surnamed the Conqueror took. Pofle(- 
fron | of this -Land,'-rutn wn 'the-- Old 
Engliſh to make way for Bi ew | Normans, 
having already made LLanfrant his: Coun» 


likewiſe Gired 3 where it-/ was: objected, a- 
gainſt Him, "Tharche) was Hheaerate, / Ioſuih- 
cierit,” and \Un to 'bear fo; --and 
hry 4 Charge! as! that of:arr Bi PF? and 
wick, | coed al eng 4i hi 
therein ; to :rdaga- wp bi 
P d Staf, and r0 46dve}r 
4 ovpog the :Kings!1d r=dn God: Qld 
—_— concernedrat? Af 7 Prodedings, __ 
T2 upon + 


Cc #$= 


an AxrY-Biſhop of Canterbury:in 
the” yoo: | "Dbigand--"ao ſhilb = 


(24) ) 
him An Uniiſual. boldneſs, and Randi 
a chat he was yo "y 
[ſo grear Honour, unfought,, un- 
looke by jam; \yer/as: for” the dilchatge 
of this Drity theftin; his behavioar had been 
(auch Por brenrs with any - of -Ju- 
ftice could! either » tax or blemith z And 
whereas' he! badrmeceived 'thoſe Enfigns of bis 
Function front Ja/Knowing/and ſo. Glorious 
« Prince is King EMNvard, he would de- 
liver them vo” none} bor him. : And ſo de- 


od of f all char paſſed, 
: *bait. he that came for & 
veabla,' che Truth wheazedf 
a ps re and, Grave 


Biſhop, 


—_ ee i en OO Ce 


| {d5) 
Biſhop, Gumnlfus of Rochefter: b 
Name, was to- aſcertain Truth, 
which - likewiſe he Confirmed : At, which, 
the King, bis Nables, .the Popes Legar, the 
and Biſhyps; wich others: there 
, all came to ſee the Won» 


roatrempt it;71 who no, {oongt 
Paſtoral reg ic. fell as. ; were, of ic 
aha hep yas} which the... of 


Nicol. 


fneld Hiſt. 
Ang}. Eccles ' 
his P. 315+ 


(26) 
 Shrig t0/ÞC aavered with! rorraerre ls Grld ani 
Sulver, . ag: {05 0, - awihhs 
Pearls' and : Stones, ory |Was- re 
Aired Abbas Fdinitdg.? dncit&Tand\tundelaced in the /tims 
Rieval: * of Lawrenttus: Hbbot. of Wie Hanſtes;) ahour 086 
& wp hundred Years? after. |; ," 
_ Six-and' chirry Years afterchis,when Gitert 
Surnamed Caiſptawas Abbot of Weſtmin- 
fter, certain:Difcoudes.208, Argumencs/ arote 
amohg the Monks,” concerning: che Corrupras 
bilicy, - or- incorruptiorwiof this. 5 the ls . 


So that to fatisfre cheix Curiolicy 
vvas reſolved. mp 


Gumuifus | "Rachelter] for 
merly ,cand 1 now very "Ani 
wich other Pecfons-of great Credit and ' Gra« 


vity were | invited: Amb ccoming with m 
p91 Ngs the Tomb, TEST 
and the Lidd:of che: 


$2; moved, (i pant phe proceeded 
—_ * —_—_— ..the 6 ar no rr 
od oo Veſtments that covered 
th Bob ) ner oe t:0n:5 666 


j the Joynts . I 


(27) 
and Toes, as plyant, and Supple, as bur lately 
deprived ed of e 4 the Fle retamning a lively 
and beautifull Vigeur as if animaced again - But 
the Face being covered with an extraordinary Co- 
vering none would venture to uncover the lame, 
untill che grave Bi of er under- | 
rook it : : And b beginning below his ut 0g, | 
was long, and white as Snow, (he | 
+ diſcloſe the whole Viſage, was fo ſhi. 
ning. and of ſounuſual a brightneſs, that they 
were all.. Scrook- with admiration ; wherefore 


In /the: Year / 1164, "Then of Beckett w. Thorn. 
( afterwards Se. Fog an? 4 Arch-Biſhop| of Gaue.p.1z5s! 
Canterbury: out of iar devotion to 
piour- Princes | Gard by the Kings -Inter- 
celhion, , pobeke wee ce, procured of te 77 


U 
ola ma Send ORE 4 Ee 


this manner. The 


(2$) 
Laur.Soriss Uſual Ceremonies having palied at Rome; and - 
Letters _ by :thofe- who 
co procure . wn Laurentius, 
who was xs Abtat- of Weſtminſter, receh 
ved orders. to. convocate many reyerend' and 
venerable pefſons, . as well Biihops, as x Z 
je gr 23-9thers,. ro his Chutch of Weſ 
_publiquely: to. read the: 
—_ Live, 6 ure. Se wn $ _ 
perio the; ſame, tor: w I 
and and pujgpcing of all thoſe who were pteſcne.ar 
Fr A mg ah, 
i relene thought, om 
and his, preſence eg eng Ray x 
nh $0 the a Cere- 
mony as the IR would be; is was de- 
ferred 'rill his artivall an who almoſt ewo 


mani. 


wing. 
wholly left. the a> Ire Ablet. rk 
minſer's. diſpoſal, ' why being defirens ( as 

| Giltert is predecoſlox. had: dont } to. ſee in 
wa) oh 6 what 


(29) | 
"what condition the Sacred Body lay before he 
would yenture to expoſe it th the btiqus, ed 
led together the Prior,. with « ele number of 
the Monks ; who con thereon, came th 
this refolution: char noone ſhould orefirtmero be 
reſent at the fig Need thenſehnrbyPaſh who had 
orchand preparedt sby F We 
ing and Pra for fuck a6 a Gat chiy os 
only ſhould meer/in the Churth on che Eve be. 
fore the Ttanflarion, with T apers in their hand. 
Mlbs on their Bodies and their feet tobe ll Natl 
and bare, and'frorn thence' to": - - 


Search accordin DUO Weeres,; 
dowel hi ths AIM 


-accordingly ;' 

þ oogr Wa nh = _ —O——_ 

that time, they ay 0 Proceſhon,to 
"= the h h Ales Sim ages" rx 

im gh A + ama PS. neon 

jeg rr et Privy, 

of yin; grate Ty 


Bapwrey 
ek CK rn coy 
of their liches 9:4 6-14 1vh 


Claath of Gold; arg = hk a nr 


Purple, 


| (Go) 
Purple, and Shoes of great price, his Head, and 
Face were covered with a rovering, Inter» 
{= ug ne 7 pore with, Gold, __ a mos 
to Curt; and falli 
decently on es Lars Arr rp eE. 
found reverence in the rs,who called the 
reſt of their Brethren, whom had left at 
the Alcar, to behold the ſame : Their curiofity 
=-_ Loo: has Noe led chem. _—_— ſo that 
( with great Piety and Devotion ) 
Comernremch bis Head, others his feet, and ſome 
bla lenda, hich they found without any man» 
| of F urrefaCtion. And- ſuch was 
erg Lo of this Saints, Body, that all parts: 
ſeemed. to retain their arp be. -aour foes and 
perfcfion ; notwithſtanding the outward 
Tarn, we Veltments, which wy vein Ga Hd Fhe 


(31) 

red for the ſame purpoſe : ſo that ſome 
afliting at'the Mead, others at the Arms and 
Legs, they lifred it gently from thence, and laid 
the Sacred Corps firſt on Tapeſtry ſpread on the 
floor,and then wrapping the ſame in drvers filken 
Clearhs of great value, they pur it into the Wov- 
den Cheſt, with all thoſe things that were found 
in the former, except the Gold Ring, which was 
on the Kings Finger, which the Abbot out of de- 
votion retained, and order'd it to be kept in the 
Treaſury of the Abby, as a commemoration 
thereof. The next day; viz. on the third of the 5; Suri = 
Ides of Offober, being Sunday, ( and the appoin- jo) Heetde 
ted time forthe more ſolemn tranſlation of this wee. wr. in | 
Saints Body) in the Morning Early the Holy mm 
Reliques were brought into the Quire of "the 
Church, and publickfy expoſed for all thoſe who 
_—_ —_— 10n ſe om come _ 

King bi to ſupporr t 
Coffin,ar the tine nec len to hot were 
joyned Thomas Archbiſhop of Canterbury,” Gt 

Biſhop of London, Henry Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter, &c: with many others ; "The con- 
courfe of all forts of people, = 

es 
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Nobles, as Artificers and Soldiers, being -{g 
great, that the like had not been ſeen for ma- 
ny years. After the Proceſſion the King with his 
own bands helpt to depoſite the boly Religues in 
a Shrine which he had caus'd anew to be made for 
them, all glittering with Gold and Silver. 'T his 
day of his Canonization was ſolemnly kept {os 
ſome Ages after this, by the Religious of thole 
rimes, and is not forgot at t by many pin 
Qus and devout Catholiques , who come annie 
ally (onthe 13th of Oftober) as they do on that 
of his depoſicion ( the 5th of Zanuary) to-perr 
form ſonge part of their evations here. | 
Once more this Sacred Body was removed 
fram it's Old Habitation and Repole, and-thar 
was about the Year of Grace, 1226, When Ki 

Heary the Third pulled down the Old 
builc by this Saint, and Erefted a moſt Stately 
Edifice in the roam thereof : .cauling.4 peculiar 
Chappel likewiſe ta be ſet apart, and Dedicated 
to him ; adarging it with ſeveral Carvings of 
Maſons work, wherein niuch of his.Story, Hiftos 
ry of his Life & Mizacles,ace curiouſly wrought; 
ome part thereof remaiging (on the Azchitrave 
on 


ts em as on — = mo 
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on the back-lide ot the High Alar) at this day. 
In the nid of this Chappell there was likewtle 
prepared 4 Neble- and Magnificent Shrine, the 
r part courred. with Plates of fine Gold, 
oe Artificially worke by the. hands of the moſt 
cunning Goldſmiths,and ſet about with Precious _. |, 
Stones (all at the Kirigs coſt) rhar ic amounted 
t@ an ineſtimable value - but the under-part 
( —_— round about it) was _ 
mea by the c0 and at the e 
Richard de Ware the then Abbat Df Wok 
anfter,, wich a. part of thoſe Scones, and by 
the (arge Workmen who compor'd rhe Pave 
ragnt before the High Altar ; aad which he 
beowght our of '{taly in bis way to England, 
when he came to the Government of this Abby. 
The King likewiſe commanded 4 Coffin to be made }. weerer: - 
all of pure Gol yeiveevlo toimeloſe anew dhe $a. 1 bn 
cred Reliques. And on the day of their depoſi- 
tion, or placing them in this rich Feretory, there | 
was 4 Solemn | wax” The King in Perſon be- goo rg” 
ing there with the Chef of the. Biſhops, Abbots, = 4a 
Priors, and other Religious andClergy who were 


then in Town. Moreover, further to grace the 
Action, 


(34) 


A&ton, on that day, oligo 
& Magnificent Feaſt at hisPalace at Weſtminſter, 
where all comers and goers,as wellRich as Poor, 


,  wereliberally«reated or rewarded. Which Royal 
Feaſt and Solemnity was performed in 
the Year of our Lord, 1 269. 
From this very time we Gn nothing on Re- 
cord, that takes notice of any other removall or 
diſpoſall of theſe Holy Religues : And therefore 
may conclude, they remained ſafe and undi- 
ſurbed untill the days of King Henry —"—_ 
when we find (in that general Inundation whi 
ſovept away all things Sacrod)) this Nhnhle Fere- 


—_ 
tory ftre hg; org gr ure, andthe | 
of Jug xt; ap: e, to be meanly-incloſed 22 
courſe Wooden Coffin ; the ſame I preſume [ lately: 
ſaw, and from whence I drew the ſooken-men- 


tioned Crucifix and- Gold-Chan, 


FINIS. 


